
 
 

 

  
1a. Explain what is meant by a sampling frame.   (1) 
b. Give an example of a situation in which a sampling frame is not available.  (1) 
c. State a method that is suitable for use when no sampling frame is available.   (1) 
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2. Suggest a suitable sampling method for each of the following situations, explaining in each case why you 
have chosen your method.  You should take into consideration time, cost, availability of sampling frame and the 
importance - or otherwise - of obtaining highly accurate information.  
a. The organisers of the school disco want to find out whether it was a success  (3) 
b. A scientist wishes to ascertain what proportion of the rats living wild in London carry a certain disease.  (2) 
c. A headteacher wishes to find out which of four possible destinations for a school trip would be preferred by  
the year 7 girls at her school.  (2) 
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Solutions 

 
1a.  
A list of all sampling units / a list of all members of the target population M1 

 
 1b.  

Any population whose members cannot be listed M1 
 
 1c.  

Quota sampling / cluster sampling M1 
 

2a.  
Stratified or quota 
or  
Opinion will probably depend on age / sex
  

M1 

If stratified:  
Sampling frame easily available/ 
Population small enough so that it will not be too time-consuming 

M1 

If quota: 
information not that important and this is easy/ 
results should be fairly accurate 

M1 

 
 2b.  

A method not requiring a sampling frame M1 
Cluster, quota or suitable description M1 

 
 2c.  

Simple random / systematic M1 
Procedure is easy in this case and sampling frame available M1 

 
 


